UW-Madison Division of Extension Financial Literacy Project

Participant Consent Form

You are invited to take part in a financial research project about how setting financial goals and having support to achieve them can improve your financial future. You have been asked to participate because you enrolled in a program that partners with UW-Madison Division of Extension. The purpose of the research is to discover if setting goals and having a financial coach will improve financial outcomes. This study will include only people between 18 and 65 years of age.
WHAT WILL MY PARTICIPATION INVOLVE?
If you decide to participate in this project, you will be asked to complete one survey today and another in about 6-8 months. (If you choose to offer an incentive: If you complete both surveys, your name will be entered into a drawing next spring and you will have a chance to win ______________________________________.)
Your name will not be used in any reports based on this research project. We do ask for your contact information at the end of this survey in order to follow-up with you for our project.  Your name will be separated from this survey and will never be matched with your responses.

Any information you share in this survey will be combined with all the other surveys received, so that only group information will be shared. We don't expect any risks to you if you help out in this study.  You may ask any questions about the research at any time. If you have questions, please contact (your name and phone/e-mail).
Your participation is completely voluntary. If you decide not to join in or want to withdraw from the study, it will have no effect on any services you are currently receiving.

Your signature means that you have read this consent form, had a chance to ask any questions about your participation in this research project, and voluntarily agree to participate. You can receive a copy of this form for your records if you would like one. 

Name (please print):_________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________________________  

Date: ________________________________
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Please check the answers that best describe you. Thanks for your help!
YOUR CURRENT SITUATION
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON





1.
Currently, do you…
Yes
No
Unsure

…Have a checking account?
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…Have a savings account?
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…Have a credit card? 
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…Use prepaid or stored value cards? 
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…Have a retirement savings account (e.g. 401K)? 
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…Have your savings or investment account set up to 


      automatically put in money at least once a month?
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…Have money to pay at least three months’ expenses 


     set aside in a rainy day fund?
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…Find it difficult to pay any of your loans or debts? 
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2.
How frequently do you pay your bills after the due date?  
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Almost always
Often
Sometimes
Rarely
Never


3.
In the last 3 months, how often have you received financial education, information, or advice from an expert in your community?  


[image: image31.emf] 


[image: image32.emf] 


  [image: image33.emf] 



[image: image34.emf] 


[image: image35.emf] 



Never
 1 time
  2 times
              3 + times
    Don’t Know





3+
2 
1
4.
In the last 3 months, how often have you…
times
times
time
Never

… used a check cashing store?
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… taken out a pawn shop loan? 
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…received a call from a creditor 
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          or bill collector?


5.
How much do you agree with the following statements? In the last 3 months: 


I was able to save money.
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 Agree a lot    [image: image49.emf] 

 Agree a little   [image: image50.emf] 

 Disagree a little    [image: image51.emf] 

 Disagree a lot    

I felt in control of my finances.
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 Agree a lot    [image: image53.emf] 

 Agree a little   [image: image54.emf] 

 Disagree a little    [image: image55.emf] 

 Disagree a lot    

I felt confident that I could handle a financial emergency.
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 Agree a lot    [image: image57.emf] 

 Agree a little   [image: image58.emf] 

 Disagree a little     [image: image59.emf] 

 Disagree a lot   

I used all of the public benefits and employer benefits I have available to me.
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Agree a lot    [image: image61.emf] 

 Agree a little   [image: image62.emf] 

 Disagree a little    [image: image63.emf] 

 Disagree a lot   
6.
How confident are you that you could find the money within a few days to pay for a financial emergency that costs about $1000?


   No Confidence       Little Confidence                  Some Confidence         High Confidence


              1           2           3           4           5           6           7           8           9           10
                      [image: image64.emf] 
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7.
How much do you know about the following financial topics?
	
	Nothing
	Very Little
	Some
	A Fair Amount
	A Lot

	Loans & Interest Rates 
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	Credit Scores & Reports
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	Stocks & Bonds
	[image: image84.emf] 


	[image: image85.emf] 


	[image: image86.emf] 


	[image: image87.emf] 


	[image: image88.emf] 



	Investing for Retirement
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	 4
	 5
	 6
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	 8
	 9
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	Budgeting
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	Debt Management
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	Saving for Future 
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	Retirement Plans
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MANAGING YOUR MONEY

9.
Do you currently have a written budget or spending plan? 
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Yes
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No                 [image: image136.emf] 

  Not sure

10.
As of today, how much money do you have in savings (not including any retirement savings you might have)? 
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$0
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$1 to $100
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$101 to $500
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$501 to $1000
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$1001 to $2500
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More than $2501
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Don’t Know

11.
How much would you guess that you (and your spouse/partner in your household) have in total debt (not including any home mortgage)?
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$0
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$1 to $2500
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$2501 to $5000
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$5001 to $10,000
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$10,001 to $15,000
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$15,001 to $20,000
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$20,001 to $30,000
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More than $30,000
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  Don’t Know


12.
Compared to 6 months ago, are you currently…
More
Less
Same

… Saving more, less, or the same amount? …………………[image: image153.emf] 

……… [image: image154.emf] 

………. [image: image155.emf] 


… Earning more, less, or the same amount? ……………… [image: image156.emf] 

………  [image: image157.emf] 

………. [image: image158.emf] 



13.
In the last year, have you requested or downloaded a copy of your own credit report?
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Yes
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 No
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Not sure
14.
As of today, how would you judge your credit rating?  
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Very Bad
Poor
Fair
Good
Excellent


15.
How confident are you that you could fix a problem in your credit report? 

[image: image167.emf] 


[image: image168.emf] 


[image: image169.emf] 


[image: image170.emf] 


[image: image171.emf] 



Not at all
Slightly
Somewhat
Very
Certain


Confident
Confident
Confident
Confident


16.
    Currently, how much stress do you feel about your financial situation?  

           No Stress              Low Stress                              High Stress           Overwhelming Stress
              0          1           2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
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17.    How often do you worry about being able to meet normal monthly living expenses?  

             Never                    Rarely                                  Sometimes                       All the Time

                0          1          2          3          4           5          6          7          8          9          10
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PLANS FOR YOUR MONEY

18.
Currently, do you have at least one financial goal?  
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Yes
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No

  19. If yes, what is your main financial goal?



 20.
How confident are you that you will reach this financial goal in the next year? 
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Not at all
A little
Somewhat
Very
Certain


Confident
Confident
Confident
Confident



21.
Are you interested in working with a free financial coach from UW-Extension who can help you set and reach your own financial goals?  
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Yes
[image: image202.emf] 


No            [image: image203.emf] 

  Not sure

ABOUT YOU  

1. 
What is your age?   [image: image204.emf] 

18-25   [image: image205.emf] 

 26-35   [image: image206.emf] 

 36-45   [image: image207.emf] 

 46-55   [image: image208.emf] 

 56-64   [image: image209.emf] 

 65 or older 


2.
Are you married?    [image: image210.emf] 

 Yes        [image: image211.emf] 

 No 


3.     What is your gender?    [image: image212.emf] 

 Male       [image: image213.emf] 

 Female


4.    How many children do you have at your home under age 18?
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 None
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 One        
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 Two
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 Three
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 Four or more 

5.
Which best describes you?
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White
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Black or African American
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Latino or Hispanic
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Asian or Pacific Islander
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Native American
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Other


6.
What is the highest level of education you have completed?
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Less than high school
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High school or equivalent (HSED/GED)
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Some college or Associates (2 year) degree
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4 Year college degree or more


7.
Which best describes your housing?
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Own           [image: image230.emf] 

  Rent             [image: image231.emf] 

  Other

8.
Thinking about last month, which comes closest to your total take-home income from all sources? (include job, child support, unemployment, or side jobs, after taxes are taken out)
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Less than $400

[image: image233.emf] 


$401-$800
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$801-$1200
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$1201-$1600
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$1601-$2000
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$2001-$2400
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$2401-$2800
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$2801-$3200
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More than $3200
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Not sure

CONTACT INFORMATION
We ask for this information so that UW-Madison Division of Extension can follow-up with you about our programs. To protect your privacy, your contact information will never be matched to your survey responses. Your information will only be used for educational programs.
Name:

 _________________________________________________________

Home Phone:
 ____________________________________________________

Work Phone:
 _________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:

 ____________________________________________________

Email:

 _________________________________________________________

Which number is best to contact you:   [ ] Work
 
[ ] Home 
     [ ] Cell

Best time of day to contact you:     [ ] Morning

 [ ] Afternoon

[ ] Early evening

Home Address:

__________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:

__________________________________________________

County:


__________________________________________________
Please return your survey in the return envelope provided.
You’ll receive a second survey next spring.
Thank you![image: image242.emf] 
































8. 	Please rate how confident you feel in each of the following areas today with 1 being low confidence and 10 being highly confident.
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