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This book read guide was developed by Amanda
Griswold, Human Development & Relationships
Educator, UW-Madison Division of Extension, and the
students in the Fall 2025 CS340 course at UW-Madison.
It has been reviewed by members of UW-Madison
Extension’s Money as You Grow workgroup. Workgroup
contributors include: Jenny Abel, Beverly Doll,
Jonathon Ferguson, Katie Gellings, Alicia Utke-Becher,
Crystal Walters and Bob Wiegel. Publication production
and graphics support for this project by Holly Marley-
Henschen and Mary Knoelke.

MONEY AS YOU GROW BOOK CLUB 

Ask your local UW-Extension office about all the
Money as You Grow Book Club book read guides. 

You Can’t Buy a Dinosaur
with a Dime 
by Harriet Ziefert & Amanda
Haley 
ISBN # 1609051467 
5 - 8+ years 

Just Saving My Money 
by Mercer Mayer
ISBN # 0060835575 
4 - 7+ years 

Jenny Found a Penny
by Trudy Harris & John Hovell 
ISBN # 0822567253 
5+ years 

Just Saving My Money 
by Mercer Mayer 
ISBN # 0060835575 
4 - 7+ years 

Make Money! Have a
Lemonade Stand 
by Bridget Heos 
ISBN # 1622431790 
3 - 7+ years 

Give it! 
by Cinders McLeod
ISBN # 1622431790 
3 - 7+ years 

Tops and Bottoms 
by Janet Stevens 
ISBN # 0590864963 
4 - 7+ years 

Follow the Money
by Loreen Leedy
ISBN # 0823417948 
5+ years 

Ella Earns Her Own
Money 
by Lisa Bullard 
ISBN # 1467715115 
5 - 8+ years 

Follow the Money! 
by Loreen Leedy 
ISBN # 0823417948 
5+ years 

Deena’s Lucky Penny 
by Barbara deRubertis 
ISBN # 1575650916 
5 - 7+ years 

Swap! 
By Steve Light
ISBN # 9780763679903 
3 - 7+ years 



Welcome

Book read guide | Ages 5-7

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides
equal opportunities in employment and programming in compliance
with state and federal law.

This guide will help you teach children about the
basics of money in terms of wants versus needs,
especially when it comes to shopping, by reading
the children’s book, What Can I Buy?

By following this guide, you will be able to:

Explain the key ideas covered in the book and
use tools your child understands to support
these ideas in daily life.

Use provided questions to spark conversation
with your child.

Introduce activities that help your child put
the book’s ideas and lessons into action,
helping you explain the key ideas covered in
the book and then providing you with tools
your child understands to support these key
ideas in daily life.



The story About this guide

The Money as You Grow Book Club is a research-based
program designed to help parents, caregivers, and
others teach children ages 4 through 10 money skills
through reading, activities and play.  
  
The Money as You Grow Book Club is an updated
version of the University of Nevada Extension's Money
on the Bookshelf program. The Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB) and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension Human
Development and Relationships Institute have worked
together to expand the program and make it available
to libraries, educators, and parents nationally.  
  
The CFPB is an independent federal agency. We write
and enforce rules that keep banks and other financial
companies operating fairly. We also help educate and
empower consumers. For more about tools and
resources for parents, visit
http://consumerfinance.gov/MoneyAsYouGrow.   
  
University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension
is part of the National Institute of Food and
Agriculture's (NIFA) Cooperative Extension System,
which brings vital, practical information to agricultural
producers, small business owners, consumers, families
and young people.  

What Can I Buy? by Julie Moriarty is an educational
children's book that introduces young readers to the
concept of money and making choices about
spending. The story explains how people use money
to buy things they need and want. Through simple
language and colorful illustrations, the book helps
children understand the value of money, differences
in wants and needs, and the basics of saving and
budgeting by showing that sometimes, when making
decisions, it’s better to save rather than spend right
away.

http://consumerfinance.gov/MoneyAsYouGrow.


Key ideas
Use these definitions to explain the ideas. We've
also included ways your child can show they are
ready to use them in their daily lives.

1. Making purchasing decisions: The idea of
spending money or choosing things to buy by
presenting an upbeat look at going to the store.

2. Introducing young children to shopping and
basic money concepts: Choosing items, comparing
and deciding, and understanding cost and value
are included throughout the book.

3. Fun/positive tone around spending and saving:
Make the decision-making process enjoyable
rather than overly serious. 



Something to think about

First, read the book yourself and think about these
ideas:

Children at this age are beginning to understand
wants vs needs, and how to make choices.

Think about ways to connect the story to early
money concepts and real-world experiences.

Plan to ask open-ended questions that encourage
reasoning and storytelling.

Before you read

Read the book first yourself. Knowing the story will
help you know what comes next. It is important to ask
your child questions about the story as you read. Ask
what might happen next in the story. 

Choose a quiet time for stories and make it part of
your daily routine.

Find a cozy, quiet place to read.

Make sure your child can see the pictures.

Talk about the pictures and characters in the book.

Read with expression in your voice. Give each
character in the story his or her own voice.

Keep the story time short enough to leave them
wanting more.

Look for ways during the day to bring up the
messages in the story.

Continue to read aloud together even if your child
can read alone.



Something to talk about

Before you begin to read the story with your child,
look at the cover of the book together. Ask what the
story might be about.

As you read the story with your child, talk about
these ideas:

What’s something you would want to buy and
something you need to buy?

How do you think it feels to make a choice
between two things?

Why do you think the child picked the things they
did?

What helps us decide what to buy?

Something to do

Learning Through Play ⟶ Pretend Store Play                                        

Ages 2-3

Set up a mini “store” with toys or snacks.

Use play money to “buy” and “sell” items.

Making Simple Choices ⟶ Grocery Flyer Game
Ages 3-4                                                   
                                                                                                

Cut out pictures from store ads and give your child

a pretend budget (e.g., $5).

Ask: “What would you buy with your money?”

Early Budgeting & Saving ⟶ Snack Shop
Ages 4-5
 

Label snacks with prices (e.g., apple = $1, cookie =

$2). Give your child $5 in play money and let them

choose

Save, Spend, Share Jars - Create three jars: one for

saving, one for spending, and one for sharing. 

Talk about what each jar is for and let your child

decide where to put their coins.



Pick a treat!
You can pick 2 treats!
Color the ones you want.

Ages 2-3



Wants vs. Needs
Based on the pictures, 
X out “Things I Want” and 
Circle “Things I Need”

Ages 3-5

Why do we want some things but need others?
How do we decide which to buy? 



Quarter Shopping Spree
You have 10 quarters. 
Use your quarters to buy fun toys!
Circle each item you will buy.
Then cross off the quarters you used.

Ages 4-5
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